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Economic Pressures on Argentina 


■ I traveled to New York last Friday, to speak 
to the Brandt Commission, with Raul Prebisch. Prebisch 
is Argentina's most distinguished economist and the 
"grand old man" of the developing countries. He was 
the first Secretary-General of UNCTAD. He is a real 
social democrat, with strong antipathy to the present 
regimes in Argentina and Chile. (He now lives in 
Washington.) However, he believes that the economic 
pressures that we are now trying to exert on Argentina, 
especially insofar as they get into the public domain, 
will be strongly counter-productive in terms of 
achieving our objectives. A virulent nationalism 
lies just below the surface, he says, and any skillful 
leader can use any pressure from outside, however 
well motivated, to mobilize this nationalistic feeling. 
He cited by analogy the attempt by many European 
countries to put economic pressures on Franco's 
Spaing after the war, and Franco's success in using 
thM^p pressures to bolster his own domestic position, 
y H#JsgB.ieves, therefore, that we are ill-advised to 
j 'tfr'Wto use economic leverage; it will only reinforce 
domestic position of the Argentine regime. 

Prebisch also volunteered that throughout Latin 
America the U.S. is perceived as being highly 
inconsistent in its application of human rights 
standards. He mentioned in particular the contrast 
between our treatment of Argentina and our treatment 
of Somoza's Nicaragua. Individuals, like himself. 
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who are strongly sympathetic with our objectives 
and moral values find this difficult to explain 
to the less sympathetic colleagues. The U.S., 
therefore, has a serious "public relations" problem 
throughout Latin America on this issue. 

Finally, Prebisch observed that, in his 
judgment, the influence of Cuba is sharply receding 
in Latin America. Cuba is seen increasingly as 
simply a tool of the Soviet Union. 
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